
Do you want a housebroken dog? Accidents will happen, 
especially when you first take your new dog home or if he or she is
not feeling well. Although no dog is guaranteed to be 100% house-
trained, some dogs do better than others in that area. Be honest with
yourself and don’t feel guilty if housetraining is an important issue to
you. If it is, find a dog who has a history of being housebroken
already. That will stack the odds in your favor. The key is to manage
your expectations about a dog’s housetraining abilities and be willing
to deal with accidents, even from a housetrained dog. 

Do you already have any pets? If so, you want to make sure that
the dog you choose gets along with the pet that you already have.
Some dogs do not get along with cats or with other dogs. If you
already have a dog, he or she should be involved in choosing your
new pet as well. 

....before you adopt a dog

What you need to know...

Atlanta Pet Rescue & Adoption, Inc. Shelter
720 14th Street NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30318

Atlanta Pet Rescue & Adoption, Inc. Headquarters
4250 Woodland Brook Drive

Atlanta, Georgia 30339

www.atlantapetrescue.org
Atlanta Pet Rescue & Adoption, Inc. 



What should you consider when choosing a pet?

You’ve gone through all the soul-searching and have decided that you
are prepared for the awesome responsibility and commitment of dog
adoption. Now what?

Get to know what you want by answering the following questions.
Answer these questions before you adopt, because once you bring a
dog home it can be heartbreaking for both you and the dog if you real-
ize that you made the wrong choice.

How active is your lifestyle? If you are very active then you will
want an active dog who can keep up with your lifestyle. If you are a
couch potato, then you want a couch potato companion, not a dog who
is going to want to walk and play constantly.

What personality are you looking for? Like people, dogs have
different personalities, and you should know the personality type that
you want. Do you want a dog that wants to be in your lap all of the
time and who will go everywhere with you? Or do you want a more
independent dog who can be happy lying at your feet or off playing
by himself? 

Do you want a child-friendly dog? Some pets are not good with
children. If you have children in your life or plan to have children dur-
ing the lifespan of the dog, this should be very important to you.
Typically the smaller the dog, the less tolerant of children they are.
Dogs 15 pounds and over are usually a much better choice for homes
where small children live or visit often, as they are not as nippy or frag-
ile as tiny dogs. Remember that the dog will not only have to be good
with your children, but will have to tolerate your children’s friends as
well. Look for a calm and sturdy dog with an even temperament.

(continued on back)

Things to consider before adopting...

Do you recognize the commitment? Dog adoption is not some-
thing to be taken lightly. Make an honest assessment of whether you
can make the long-term emotional, financial and lifestyle commit-
ment to a dog. 

Have you done your homework? A new dog will become a life-
time companion and an important member of the family. Have you
researched what dog adoption entails, such as common medical con-
ditions and expenses, characteristics of different breeds, and how you
will deal with vacations and lifestyle changes once you have a dog?

Do you have the time? Add together the hours that you are at
work, the hours that you are sleeping and the hours that you spend
away from home on errands and for entertainment. This will tell you
how much time you have left each day to devote to a new dog. Dogs
require a lot of time and attention, and puppies require even more, as
they will have to go out to potty every couple of hours. You should
also make sure you are willing to commit the next 15 years of your life
to this pet. And remember, although your children may want to be
caregivers for the dog, it is ultimately your responsibility.

Do you have the finances? Sometimes we say “all a dog needs is
love”, but realistically that just isn’t enough. You must also be able to
provide for your new pet. Routine medical care (vaccines, heartworm
preventative and flea preventative) for a healthy pet costs about $300
to $400 per year. You can plan to spend the same on food, toys and
bedding in a year. Long-haired dogs will require an additional $300 to
$500 in grooming annually. It is also very important to have savings
in case of an illness or emergency. Care for a sick or injured pet could
cost $500 to $2,000 depending on the severity of the problem.
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